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w   De sign Con fer ence 1997 - October 15-17

Join us for two full days and one half day of sys tems and en gi neer ing
top ics which prom ise to be both ex cit ing and in for ma tive.  Start Tues -
day even ing with the early bird so cial to get re ac quainted with old
friends.  Then get plenty of rest be cause there’s a lot of ground to cover 
in a short pe ri od of time.

   þ  Gen eral Ses sions

Each morn ing ses sion starts with a gen eral ses sion fea tur ing lead ers in
the field of com put ing sys tems for en gi neer ing, start ing with Scott
David son from McNeel and As so ci ates in Se at tle and their new est ver -
sion of Ac curen der, an industry- leading pres en ta tion ren der ing soft -
ware.  Don’t sleep late on Thurs day ei ther be cause Rob ert An gri sano, a 
sen ior en gi neer from Mi cro soft will be pre sent ing and an swer ing your
ques tions about their next gen era tion of op er at ing sys tems, Win dows
98 and NT 5.0.  Fri day morn ing is jammed with top ics.  Start ing with
CRAB’s own Gene Ry ser who will be shar ing his ex pe ri ences about
how to share in for ma tion over the Inter net.  There will be a rep re sen ta -
tive from Vi sio in Se at tle, who will be dem on strat ing Phoe nix, a new
Auto CAD and Ea gle Point com pati ble CAD prod uct.  Drew Leino
from Ea gle Point will be wrap ping up on Fri day by giv ing us our first
full dem on stra tion of Civil 97, the suc ces sor to the Ad van tage Se ries
13.x prod ucts you may be cur rently run ning.  This is a must see for all
Ea gle Point cus tom ers.  If you are un able to at tend the en tire con fer -
ence, and  you’re us ing or are in ter ested in Ea gle Point, then we en -
cour age you to at tend this spe cial  Fri day ses sion.  Please phone John
or Jim if you want more in for ma tion about Civil 97 or about this pres -
en ta tion.

   þ  Workshops

Ex pect fewer, but larger and longer du ra tion work shops this year with
more time for par tici pant ques tions and in ter ac tion with the speak ers. 
On Wednes day, we wel come Kari Rok stad from the De part ment of
Ecol ogy who will be shar ing her ex pe ri ences op er at ing the per mit as -
sis tance cen ter.  Tony Al len from WSDOT Ma te ri als will be pre sent ing 
the pro gram of geo tech ni cal serv ices that are avail able to WSDOT de -
sign staff.  Also on Wednes day see a dem on stra tion of Caice, the new
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de sign soft ware at WSDOT.  Fi nally, CRAB will be
pre sent ing tech niques for us ing Auto CAD, and Auto -
CAD resi dent soft ware (Ea gle Point), in de signing civil
proj ects faster and more in tui tively.

Thurs day work shops are an other mix of prac ti cal and sys tems 
top ics.  Thurs day morn ing fea tures the Thurston County sur -
vey ing sec tion and their sys tems for us ing CAD data in Geo -
graphic In for ma tion sys tems and us ing real- time GPS
sur vey ing for data col lec tion.  Later on we’ll wel come Mark
DeGross from DeGross Map ping and sev eral county rep re -
sen ta tives in a dis cus sion of how to best spec ify pho to gram -
met ric data for use in civil con struc tion basemap ping.  And in 
her first con fer ence ap pear ance, Chris Mudg ett, for merly of
Sno homish County, will be lead ing a dis cus sion about some
of the im por tant changes to the le gal as pects of util ity uses in
pub li c right- of- way.  These changes are sched uled to have an
ef fect on how all of us de velop proj ects in co op era tion with
utili ties.

 þ  Where do I sign up?

This part is sim ple.  You should have al ready re ceived a
hand some, two color bro chure by sur face mail.  Some of 
you may have even got ten it by FAX.  Here’s the drill: 

Step One - FAX a com pleted Reg is tra tion Form fea tur -
ing the names of all the folks from your county or sec -
tion who are at tend ing, to CRAB at (360) 586-0386. 

Step Two - Mail a check or Pur chase Or der for the to tal
amount due to the ad dress on the Reg is tra tion Form.  Do 
all this by Oc to ber 6 or suf fer fi nan cial pen alty and the
severe ver bal abuse of your peers.

þ  Why should I go?

This is sim ply the most ef fi cient,
cheap est, and fun nest way to get the
type of in for ma tion which af fects your work and the
sys tems you use in im por tant ways.  This is YOUR con -
fer ence.  More than ever, this con fer ence hap pens be -
cause you showed up.  Your sup port and com ments will
con tinue to help make it as lively and in for ma tive as it’s 
repu ta tion.

\   NWPMA FALL CONFERENCE

The North west Pave ment Man age ment As so cia tion will
be hold ing their an nual Fall Con fer ence in Ya kima on
Oc to ber 28th through the 30th.  De tails are in the Sep -
tem ber is sue of the NWPMA News let ter or con tact
Dave Whitcher here at CRAB.

\   New Classes this Year! 

Be sure to check the en closed
Train ing Cata log for some
changes to this year’s train ing
sched ule.

New this sea son is an In tro duc -
tion to the IMPACT pro gram
de vel oped by your friendly
CRAB staff programmers. 
We’ve changed the CRIS Re -
port ing work shop to in clude an
in tro duc tion to IMPACT.  Par -

ties in ter ested in be ing able to plot ac ci dents to a dia -
gram us ing the CRIS Ac ci dent data should defi nitely
check this out!  The com bined class will fea ture
some ad vanced CRIS re port ing meth ods and then
dem on strate us ing the IMPACT pro gram.  You can
down load IMPACT from the CRAB ftp site at
ftp.crab.wa.gov as men tioned in the last Pass ing
Lane.

An other new de vel op ment is a change in the start
times for the Ea gle Point classes.  To ac com mo date
the trav el ing pub li c (that’s you), Ea gle Point classes
will be gin at 1pm on the first day, go from 9am- 4pm
on the sec ond day, and the third day will wrap up
around lunch time to let you get back home at a de -
cent hour.  It’s still a two day class, just spread out
over three.  The four day classes will op er ate the
same way - so be sure to check that start time when
sign ing up!  

We’re also excited about a new Eagle Point class
we’re introducing this fall called Project
Development.  To qualify, you should have
completed the Eagle Point fundamentals course and
have, at the minimum, project basemap data and an
idea about the project goals.  You’ll be joined by
others in Olympia who will share their ideas about
how to accomplish each other’s designs using Eagle
Point software.

Take a few mo ments and read
through the Cata log and re mem -
ber, our classes are al ways free! 
Come join us this year and we’ll
even pro vide the cof fee!  Well,
okay, we al ways have, but come
any way!  See you here!

ftp://ftp.crab.wa.gov


\  Training Season!

Be sure to read about the
changes in CRAB Train -
ing of fer ings in this very
is sue of the Pass ing Lane.  
Re mem ber, train ing is al -
ways free!  

Call CRAB and sign up to day!  And... With out fur ther
ado, the sched ule:

Oc to ber:

Ø 6 In tro duc tion to CRIS

Ø 7 CRIS Re port ing

Ø 8 Re port ing Work shop/IMPACT In tro

Ø 9-10 In tro to County Pave ment Man age ment
Sys tem

Ø 21 Internet Work shop

Ø 23 Bridge Man age ment System

Ø 24 Main te nance Man age ment Sys tem

No vem ber:

Ø 4-7 Ea gle Point Fun da men tals

Ø 12 In tro duc tion to CRIS

Ø 13 CRIS Re port ing

Ø 14 Re port ing Work shop/IMPACT In tro

Ø 18-21 Ea gle Point Pro ject Development

De cem ber:

Ø 1 In tro duc tion to CRIS

Ø 2 CRIS Re port ing

Ø 3 Re port ing Work shop/IMPACT In tro

Ø 4-5 In tro to County Pave ment Man age ment
Sys tem

Ø 9-12 Ea gle Point Fundamentals

Ø 15 Inter net  Workshop

Ø 18 Bridge Man age ment System

w   Count ing down to Civil 97

Auto CAD has re leased Re lease 14 and Ea gle Point is 
ex pected to release Civil 97, it’s 
re place ment for your cur rent
13.x ver sion, on or about No -
vem ber 1st.  It will not run in
DOS or Win dows 3.x.  CRAB
sub li cense hold ers will re ceive
the same mod ules they are run -
ning now at no cost.  Those
hold ing cop ies of Pro sur veyor
should con tact Tami Holl at 800 
678-6565 x 460 to get more in -
for ma tion about how your up grades will work. Civil
97 will be dem on strated at the Pub li c Works De sign
Con fer ence this fall.

Ver sion 13.1-B is the mini mum copy eve ry body
should be run ning.  Check your ver sion by read ing
the ti tle bar on your proj ect man ager screen.  This
ver sion in cludes the fix for the -2 ptcode that was ad -
dressed by the RCAWCOOR.ARX file on the CRAB 
ftp site.  Ver sion 13.2 pro vides ac cess to ARX ob -
jects in the sur face mod el ing mod ule, al though we've 
seen some odd oc cur rences when try ing to XREF
draw ings with these ob jects.  Even in Re lease 14.  So 
for now, if you plan on cut ting plan/pro file sheets,
you may want to pro duce con tours, TINs, and ele va -

tion la bels as stan dard Auto CAD en ti ties.  Thanks to
Bruce Klug at Clark and Don Po greba at Thurston
for the tip.

An other is sue is that Ea gle Point 13.x ap pears to
count the first sta tion twice in es ti mat ing vol umes us -
ing the sta tion range op tion (Road calc/Vol -
umes/Earth work/Set tings).  The work around is to
spec ify a sta tion im me di ate ly be yond the first sta tion

(e.g.. use 13+50.1 in stead of 13+50).  Thanks to
Bruce Klug at Clark County Pub li c Works for the tip.

Watch out when pro duc ing catch point polylines in
Road calc/Align ments/Catch points.  Odd oc ca sions
cause the cut situa tion to end up as a fill line and
vice- versa.  We're still try ing to track the situa tion
that causes this re sult.  Un til then, best to check this

re sult against the sec tions bef ore con tinu ing.  Thanks 
to Bruce Klug at Clark and Greg Pe ter son and Bruce 
Daw son at Doug las for the tip.  
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w   CEAGLE Notes to know about

CEAGLE pre view ver sion 2.0 fixes a few ob vi ous
prob lems.  Try it out Bruce Klug re ports its defi nitely 
faster at du pli cate point de tec tion (the big time hog in 
map trans la tion).

A new lisp com mand for off set ting 3d polylines for
use in run ning Ea gle Point tem plates for road way
wid en ing (3DOFFSET.LSP) is now avail able on
FTP.  This pro gram and the de sign is sue it ad dresses
will be fea tured along with a more gen eral work shop
on work ing with align ments and pro files in tem plate
proc ess ing at the Fall Con fer ence.

And “Ooops...”

The last Pass ing Lane an -
nounced that CEAGLE
would trans late CEAL en -
darea files.  This is not the
case at this time.

w   Did you know?

Ea gle Point re places cer tain Auto CAD com mands
with their own slightly modi fied ver sion.  This is
done to pre vent the du pli ca tion of cer tain ex tended 
en tity data -  that ex tra, hid den in for ma tion that
third party ap pli ca tions like Ea gle Point put on
Auto CAD en ti ties.  Now this won’t cause  a p rob -
lem un til you try and run a com mand line from a
lisp rou tine.  If your lisp rou tines are re turn ing
with an er ror like “un known com mand ‘copy’“,
then you know what I’m talk ing about.  Change
any lisp “com mand” state ments to be pre ceded by
a dot.  This tells the Autolisp proc es sor to go look
for the na tive Auto CAD com mand.
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